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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Environmental Impact Management Services (Pty) Ltd (EIMS) was appointed by Azinam South Africa Limited 

(Azinam) to undertake the Environmental Audit of the Environmental Authorisation (EA) and Environmental 

Management Programme (EMPr) for the Azinam Block 2B Exploration Well Drilling (PASA Ref:12/3.105). The 

audit was limited to the pre-drilling sonar survey of the proposed Gazania Exploration Well location. 

Condition 23 of the EA requires that: “An Environmental Audit Report must be submitted to the Department 

within 30 days after completion of the establishment phase and within 30 days after demobilisation end 

exploration drilling completion.” The audit was undertaken in accordance with Regulation 34 and Appendix 7 of 

the National Environmental Management Act, Act 107 of 1998 (NEMA) Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

Regulations, 2014: Regulation 34 states: 

1) “The holder of an environmental authorisation must, for the period during which the environmental 

authorisation and EMPr, and where applicable the closure plan, remain valid-  

(a) Ensure that the compliance with the conditions of the environmental authorisation and the EMPr, and 

where applicable the closure plan, is audited; and 

(b) Submit an environmental audit report to the relevant competent authority. 

The scope of the audit is to assess compliance of the pre-drilling sonar survey with the conditions of the 

approved EA and EMPr and to confirm the continued adequacy of the EMPr in relation to the sonar survey only. 

The purpose of the audit is to ensure compliance with the requirement of the EA and EMPr and the NEMA EIA 

Regulation 34 to undertake scheduled compliance audits. The objectives of the audit are to determine: 

• The level of performance against and compliance of the pre-drilling sonar survey with the provisions of 

the requisite EA and EMPr; and 

• The ability of the measures contained in the EMPr, to sufficiently provide for the avoidance, 

management and mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of the pre-

drilling sonar survey activity. 

Compliance with the requirements was evaluated using the pre-determined scoring criteria as described in 

Section 4.2 and the results of the audit are described in Section 5 of this report. A total of 44 conditions 

(commitments) were identified in the EA that were evaluated. Thirty-five (35) of these conditions were 

considered not applicable and 9 were considered applicable to the current phase of the project. Of the applicable 

conditions a total of 9 commitments were noted to be fully compliant, 0 partially complaint and 0 were non-

compliant. A total of 36 commitments were identified in the EMPr that were evaluated. Thirty-five (35) of these 

conditions were considered not applicable a dn 1 was considered applicable to the current phase of the project. 

The applicable condition was considered compliant.  

Based on the evaluation criteria described in Section 4.2, a total compliance score of 100% was obtained for 

the EA and EMPr. No non-compliance findings were raised from the compliance evaluation. Based on the 

audit, the EMPr is considered adequate and effective to manage and mitigate the pre-drilling sonar survey 

activity and impacts.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

An Exploration Right (ER) was issued to Thombo Petroleum Limited (Thombo) on 13 April 2011. The First Renewal 

period of the ER for Block 2B expired on 13 March 2017 and the second renewal expired on 19 February 2020. 

Thombo submitted a joint application for the Third Renewal of the ER on 14 February 2020, which was approved 

on 17 November 2020. The Third Renewal of the ER expires on 16 November 2022. 

An application process to undertake exploration well drilling in the target area identified within the Block 2B ER 

area following the analysis of the 3D seismic acquisition. In terms of the MPRDA and NEMA at the time, an EIA 

and EMPr process was undertaken. The EIA and EMPr were submitted to the authorities in April 2016 and were 

approved by the then Department of Environmental Affairs on 24 August 2016. The Environmental Authorisation 

(EA) (Ref: 13/3/105) was amended by PASA (Petroleum Agency of South Africa) on 9 April 2021 to extend the 

commencement expiry date from 23 August 2021 to 23 August 2023. A notification of name changes and 

corresponding transfer of right and obligations was submitted to PASA on 20 May 2022. The ownership of the 

ER is described in Table 1. 

Table 1: Ownership of the Exploration Right for Block 2B. 

Joint Venture Partner Participating Interest 

Thombo Petroleum Limited 22.00375% 

Africa Energy South Africa Proprietary Limited (formerly known as Main Street 840 
Proprietary Limited) 

5.49625% 

Simbo Petroleum No.2 Limited 10% 

Azinam South Africa Limited 50% 

Panoro 2B Limited 12.5% 

Environmental Impact Management Services (Pty) Ltd (EIMS) was appointed by Azinam South Africa Limited 

(Azinam) to undertake the Environmental Audit of the Environmental Authorisation (EA) and Environmental 

Management Programme (EMPr) for the Azinam Block 2B Exploration Well Drilling (PASA Ref:12/3.105). The 

audit was limited to the pre-drilling sonar survey of the proposed Gazania Exploration Well location. Refer to 

Figure 1 and Figure 2 for the layout map of the survey area location and the survey plan respectively.  

Condition 23 of the EA requires that: “An Environmental Audit Report must be submitted to the Department 

within 30 days after completion of the establishment phase and within 30 days after demobilisation end 

exploration drilling completion.” The audit was undertaken in accordance with Regulation 34 and Appendix 7 of 

the National Environmental Management Act, Act 107 of 1998 (NEMA) Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

Regulations, 2014: Regulation 34 states: 

2) “The holder of an environmental authorisation must, for the period during which the environmental 

authorisation and EMPr, and where applicable the closure plan, remain valid-  

(c) Ensure that the compliance with the conditions of the environmental authorisation and the EMPr, and 

where applicable the closure plan, is audited; and 

(d) Submit an environmental audit report to the relevant competent authority. 

3) The environmental audit report contemplated in sub-regulation (1) must- 

(a) be prepared by an independent person with the relevant environmental auditing expertise; 

(b) provide verifiable findings, in a structured and systematic manner, on 

i) The level of performance against and compliance of an organisation or project with the provisions 

of the requisite environmental authorisation or EMPr and, where applicable, the closure plan; and 
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ii) The ability of the measures contained in the EMPr, and where applicable the closure plan, to 

sufficiently provide for the avoidance, management and mitigation of environmental impacts 

associated with the undertaking of the activity; 

(c) Contain the information set out in Appendix 7; and 

(d)  Be conducted and submitted to the competent authority at intervals as indicated in the environmental 

authorisation”. 

1.1 DETAILS OF THE HOLDER 

Details of the holder are summarised in Table 2 below. 

Table 2: Details of the holder. 

Company Name Thombo Petroleum Limited 

JV Partners Azinam South Africa Limited,  

Africa Energy South Africa (Pty) Ltd,  

Thombo Petroleum Limited,  

Panoro 2B Limited,  

Simbo Petroleum No.2 Limited 

Postal Address PO Box 248, Cape Town, 8000 

Telephone Number +230 417 2516 

Cell phone Number +230 52 52 6049 

E-mail trevor@thombopetroleum.com 

Contact Person Trevor Ridley 

1.2 BRIEF PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

On 9 February 2010, Thombo obtained a Record of Decision which approved the Environmental Management 

Programme (EMPr) for undertaking a 3D seismic survey in support of an exploration right application for Block 

2B. The EMPR was approved by the Petroleum Agency SA (PASA) in terms of the Mineral and Petroleum 

Resources Development Act, 2002 (No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA), as amended. The decision limited the survey to a 

1 700 km2 operational sail area and a fold cover area of 523 km2. Thombo obtained an exploration right (ER 

12/3/105) for Block 2B offshore South Africa on 13 April 2011. 

Under the Exploration Right and the approved EMPR, Thombo undertook a 3D seismic survey (20 January 2013 

to 17 February 2013) during the initial three-year Exploration Right period. No other physical offshore 

exploration activities have been conducted over the block under the Exploration Right by the holders. The 

subsequent work performed has comprised of desktop analyses of the seismic data and further desktop studies.  

In October 2014, a Closure Plan was submitted to PASA for the relinquishment of a portion of Block 2B. A south-

eastern portion with an approximate extent of 1 089.7 km was relinquished (relinquished on submission of 1st 

renewal period in March 2015). A further 15% was relinquished on submission of the 2nd renewal period in 

January 2017 and a further 15% relinquished on submission of the 3rd renewal period in February 2020 resulting 

in a remaining 3 063 km² for the 3rd period. 

In 2014, Thombo commenced with an application process to undertake exploration well drilling in the target 

area identified following the analysis of the 3D seismic acquisition. In terms of the MPRDA and NEMA at the 

time, an EIA and EMPr process was undertaken. The EIA and EMPr were submitted to the authorities in April 

2016. The EIA was approved by the then Department of Environmental Affairs on 24 August 2016 and amended 

on 9 April 2021. In preparation for the exploration drilling a seabed survey was undertaken from 6 August 2021 

to 10 August 2021. The Bathymetric and Geophysical seabed clearance survey was planned to cover an area of 

https://discover.sabinet.co.za/webx/access/netlaw/107_1998_national_environmental_management_23.htm#appendix7
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3 km by 3 km centred on the intended Gazania 1 exploration well location. The objective of the survey was to 

identify and document seabed features around the proposed drilling location and specifically noting any 

reference to the marine ecology or heritage items. The survey was carried out in accordance with the details 

contained in the approved Final Environment Impact Report (FEIR) and EMPr. Due to the whale migration season 

from June to November the survey was accompanied by a dedicated Marine Mammal Observer (MMO) and 

Passive Acoustic Monitoring (PAM) equipment. 

1.3 SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN DURING THE REPORTING 

PERIOD 

As per the Seabed Clearance Survey Report, the brief summarised events of the survey operation were: 

• Receive Client go ahead to continue with mobilisation on 23rd July 2021 and immediately proceed with 

arrangements for re-mobilisation of the Swiftnova Engineering team, 40T crane, etc.  

• Engineering works, including installation of the OTS pole, re-commenced on 26th July 2021, and was 

completed on 28th July 2021. Installation of all antennae, running of cables, interfacing of equipment 

in the online survey lab and establishment of survey control point on the East Pier (required for 

calibration checks) was also completed during this period.  

• UWS survey team commence 7-day COVID-19 quarantine period at the Lagoon Beach hotel and all 6x 

personnel receive negative results for 1st PCR test on 28th July 2021.  

• UWS survey team remain in quarantine and all 6x personnel receive negative results for 2nd PCR test 

on the morning of 4th August 2021.  

• Remaining mobilisation tasks, including offset measurements, equipment configuration and 

calibrations as well as equipment deck and wet testing, was completed on the 4th and 5th of August 

2021.  

• The MV Algoa departed the port of Cape Town at 11h30 on 06th August 2021 after a delay in arrival of 

the Pilot and sailed for a suitable sea trial location, approximately 3 hours north-west from Cape Town. 

After successful completion of the sea trials for all systems, the vessel continued with the transit to the 

Gazania 1 survey site at 20h30 that same evening.  

• The MV Algoa arrived at the Gazania 1 site at 15h45 on 7th August 2021, deployed all survey equipment 

and commenced with data acquisition at 17h00, after completion of the required MMO/PAM 

procedures.  

• Survey operations continued throughout the day of 8th August 2021 and data acquisition for all survey 

lines was completed in the early hours of 9th August 2021.  

• Upon completion of data acquisition, the SSS/SBP equipment was recovered and secured on deck and 

the MV Algoa commenced searching for a suitable seabed feature to carry out the multibeam Patch 

Test calibration while on a slow transit in the general direction of Cape Town.  

• After successful completion of the multibeam Patch Test calibration on a suitable seabed slope, the OTS 

pole was recovered and the transit back to Cape Town commenced at 11h00 on 9th August 2021.  

• The MV Algoa arrived in Table Bay at 11h00 on 10th August 2021, however she had to go on anchor 

until that evening, waiting for the Pilot to arrive before entering the port. During this time all survey 

equipment was demobilised and packed into transit boxes. 
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Figure 1: Layout Map of the Survey Area Location at the Proposed Gazania Well Location. 
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Figure 2: Site Survey Plan for the Gazania 1 exploration well. 

2 DETAILS OF THE AUDITOR  

The environmental audit was undertaken by Francois Barnard from EIMS. Francois’ details are described in 

section 2.1. 

2.1 EXPERTISE OF THE AUDITOR 

Francois is an environmental scientist offering environmental management, auditing, monitoring, training, 

rehabilitation, and project management services. He is a registered Professional Natural Scientist who holds a 

BSc Honours degree in environmental sciences from the North-West University in Potchefstroom and is a trained 

environmental auditor (Aspects International, 2012). The auditing training included all aspects of environmental 

auditing as well as EMS auditing in terms of ISO14001. In addition, he is trained on the ISO14001:2015 

environmental standard and has completed the EMS lead auditor training in terms of ISO14001:2015. He has 

over 14 years’ experience in the environmental management and environmental and social auditing field on 

numerous projects and facilities in the energy, mining, infrastructure development and conservation 

management sectors. He is conversant with the South African environmental legislation as well as sustainability 

auditing, including Equator Principles, IFC Performance Standards and World Bank EHS guidelines. Francois has 

a thorough understanding of the environmental and social assessment and permitting processes and is 

experienced in the review, compilation and implementation of environmental and social management plans, 

procedures, and method statements in line with best practice standards and systems. A detailed CV can be 

provided on request. 
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2.2 DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

I, Francois Barnard, declare that – 

• I act as the independent Environmental Auditor; 

• I will perform the work relating to the environmental audits in an objective manner, even if this results 

in views and findings that are not favourable to the Client; 

• I declare that there are no circumstances that may compromise my objectivity in performing such work; 

• I have expertise in conducting environmental audits, including knowledge of the environmental Acts, 

regulations and any guidelines that have relevance to the audited operations; 

• I will comply with the relevant Acts, regulations, and all other applicable legislation; 

• I have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the audit process;  

• I realise that a false declaration is an offence in terms of regulation 48 and is punishable in terms of 

section 24F of the NEMA; and 

• I do not have and will not have any vested interest (either business, financial, personal, or other) in the 

audit other than remuneration for work performed. 

3 SCOPE, PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVE OF THE AUDIT  

The scope of the audit is to assess compliance of the pre-drilling sonar survey with the conditions of the 

approved EA and EMPr and to confirm the continued adequacy of the EMPr in relation to the sonar survey only. 

The purpose of the audit is to ensure compliance with the requirement of the EA and EMPr and the NEMA EIA 

Regulation 34 to undertake scheduled compliance audits. The objectives of the audit are to determine: 

• The level of performance against and compliance of the pre-drilling sonar survey with the provisions of 

the requisite EA and EMPr; and 

• The ability of the measures contained in the EMPr, to sufficiently provide for the avoidance, 

management and mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of the pre-

drilling sonar survey activity. 

4 AUDIT METHODOLOGY 

4.1 PROCEDURE FOR THE AUDIT 

Initial documentation was obtained and reviewed in preparation for the audit. A checklist was prepared based 

on the requirements of the EA and EMPr. Compliance with the requirements was evaluated using the pre-

determined scoring criteria as described in Section 4.2 and the results of the audit are described in Section 5 of 

this report. 

The Environmental Audit is primarily a Compliance Audit against the conditions of the approved EA and EMPr. 

Findings from the audit that did not relate to an EMPr condition did not contribute to the audit score. However, 

where deficiencies have been identified that do not necessarily correspond to EMPr conditions, these findings 

have been used to provide recommendations for improvement. 

Various documentation and records were required during the audit to confirm compliance with the 

requirements and were made available electronically for review.  

There is wide variety of South African environmental legislation, and the organisation is required to comply with 

all relevant legislation. Whilst consideration was given to the relevant environmental legislation, a full 

comprehensive legal compliance audit is beyond the scope of this audit. Where reference is made to legislation 

or other statutory provisions in this report, the original legislation or other statutory provisions will always take 

precedence and the reader is directed to revert to the original legislation or statutes. 
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4.2 EVALUATION CRITERIA USED DURING THE AUDIT 

The evaluation criteria for compliance scoring were based on a pre-determined scoring system. Each condition 

of the EA and EMPr was weighted equally to determine a compliance score. The scoring criteria used during the 

audit are as follows: 

• Fully Compliant: Indicating that the condition was fully complied with and provided with a compliance 

score of 4. 

• Partially Compliant: Indicating that the condition has not been fully complied with and that additional 

measures are required to obtain full compliance. Partial compliances were provided with a compliance 

score of 2. 

• Non-Compliant: Indicting that the condition has not been complied with and provided with a 

compliance score of 0. 

• Not Applicable (N/A): Indicating that the condition is not currently applicable. Not applicable conditions 

were removed from the total number of conditions from which the compliance score was calculated 

during this reporting period. 

4.3 CONSULTATION PROCESS UNDERTAKEN 

The findings of this assessment are based only on interviews and documentation reviewed. No site visit, physical 

testing or analysis was performed during the assessment and information provided by employees was verified 

by review only. The Project representatives that were interviewed and assisted with the audit were: 

• Colin Kinley – ECO Atlantic Oil and Gas. 

• Alice Carroll – ECO Atlantic Oil and Gas.  

• Jan Maier – Africa Energy Corporation. 

• Megan Rodgers – Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr Incorporated. 

As per the Regulation 34 of the EIA Regulations, 2014, all potential and registered interested and affected parties 

should be notified of the submission of the report to the authorities and the report should be made available to 

anyone on request and it should be made available on a publicly accessible website, where the holder has such 

a website.  

5 RESULTS OF THE AUDIT 

The results of the audit have been described in this section of the report. The results include a summary of 

compliance with the requirements of EA and EMPr, the results of the compliance evaluation, summary of 

findings as well as a discussion on the continued adequacy of the EMPr within sections 5.1, 5.2, 5.3 and 5.4 

respectively.  

5.1 COMPLIANCE SUMMARY 

A total of 44 conditions (commitments) were identified in the EA that were evaluated. Twenty-eight (28) of these 

conditions were considered not applicable and 16 were considered applicable to the current phase of the 

project. Of the applicable conditions all were noted to be fully compliant, 0 partially complaint and 0 were non-

compliant. 

A total of 36 commitments were identified in the EMPr that were evaluated. Thirty-five (35) of these conditions 

were considered not applicable and 1 was considered applicable to the current phase of the project. The 

applicable condition was considered compliant.  

The level of compliance for each commitment was calculated according to the methodology described in section 

4.2. Utilising this scoring system, a total compliance score of 100% was obtained for the EA and the EMPr. A 

summary of the number of conditions of the EA and EMPr rated as Fully Compliant, Partially Compliant and Non-

Compliant are presented Figure 3 and Figure 4 respectively. 
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Figure 3: Distribution of compliance ratings for EA conditions. 

 

Figure 4: Distribution of compliance ratings for EMPr conditions. 
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5.2 COMPLIANCE EVALUATION 

The compliance evaluation of the EA and EMPr are provided in Table 3 and Table 4. The conditions were rated according to the compliance evaluation criteria described in 

4.2.  

Table 3: Compliance evaluation of the EA conditions.  

Ref # Condition Compliance 
Rating 

Comments/ Verification 

  Scope of the Authorisation 

 

  

1 The exploration well drilling in Block 2B off the West Coast of South Africa is 
approved as per the geographic coordinates above. 

N/A Statement. Noted.  

2 Authorisation of the activity is subject to the conditions contained in this 
authorisation, which form part of the environmental authorisation and are binding 
on the holder of the authorisation. 

N/A Statement. Noted.  

3 The holder of the authorisation is responsible for ensuring compliance with the 
conditions contained in this environmental authorisation. This includes any person 
acting on the holder's behalf, including but not limited to, an agent, servant, 
contractor, sub-contractor, employee, consultant or person rendering a service to 
the holder of the authorisation. 

4 Reference was made to the Final EIA Report within the 
contract of the Sonar Contractor. As per the MMO reports, 
no non-compliance with the EA and EMPr was observed by 
the MMO. 

4 The activities authorised may only be carried out at the property as described 
above. 

N/A Statement. Noted.  

5 Any changes to, or deviations from, the project description set out in this 
authorisation must be approved, in writing, by the Department before such 
changes or deviations may be affected. In assessing whether to grant such approval 
or not, the Department may request such information as it deems necessary to 
evaluate the significance and impacts of such changes or deviations and it may be 
necessary for the holder of the authorisation to apply for further authorisation in 
terms of the regulations. 

N/A Statement. Noted.  
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Ref # Condition Compliance 
Rating 

Comments/ Verification 

6 This activity must commence within a period of five (05) years from the date of 
issue of this authorisation. If commencement of the activity does not occur within 
that period, the authorisation lapses and a new application for environmental 
authorisation must be made in order for the activity to be undertaken. 

4 The commencement period of the Environmental 
Authorisation dated 24 August 2016 was extended for a 
period of two years from the date of expiry. (New Expiry 
Date: 23 August 2023). The activity is planned to 
commence in June 2022. 

7 Commencement with one activity listed in terms of this authorisation constitutes 
commencement of all authorised activities. 

N/A Statement. Noted.  

8 The holder of the environmental authorisation must notify the competent 
authority of any alienation, transfer and change of ownership rights in the property 
on which the activity is to take place. 

4 The holder of the EA informed the DMRE of the change in 
the details of the holders of the Environmental 
Authorisation on 20 May 2022.   

  Notification of authorisation and right to appeal 

 

  

9 The holder of the authorisation must notify every registered interested and 
affected party, in writing and within 12 (twelve) calendar days of the date of this 
environmental authorisation, of the decision to authorise the activity. 

4 A notice of the granting of the EA and Amended EA was 
sent to registered I&APs on 29 August 2016 and 19 April 
2021.  

10 The notification referred to must- 10.1 specify the date on which the authorisation 
was issued; 

102. inform the interested and affected parties of the appeal procedure provided 
for in Chapter 7 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010; 
10.3. advise the interested and affected parties that a copy of the authorisation 
will be furnished on request; and 10.4. provide the reasons of the competent 
authority for the decision. 

4 The notifications include the information as required by the 
EA. 



 

1510 Environmental Audit Report  14 

Ref # Condition Compliance 
Rating 

Comments/ Verification 

11 The holder of the authorisation must publish a notice — 

11.1 informing interested and affected parties of the decision; 

11.2 informing interested and affected parties where the decision can be accessed; 
and 

11.3 drawing the attention of interested and affected parties to the fact that an 
appeal may be lodged against this decision in the newspaper(s) contemplated and 
used in terms of regulation 54(2)(c) and (d) and which newspaper was used for the 
placing of advertisements as part of the public participation process. 

4 Notification was published within 3 newspapers: 
Plattelander, Die Burger and The Cape Times. The 
notifications included the information prescribed by the 
EA.  

  Management of the activity 

 

  

12 The Environmental Management Programme (EMPr), submitted as part of the 
application for environmental authorisation is hereby approved and must be 
implemented during all phases of the activity. The EMPr will be seen as a dynamic 
document. However, any changes to the EMPr must be submitted to this 
Department, for approval before implementation. 

4 Reference was made to the Final EIA Report within the 
contract of the Sonar Contractor. The approved EMPr was 
included as part of the Final EIA Report. As per the MMO 
reports, no non-compliance with the EA and EMPr was 
observed by the MMO. 

13 The EMPr must be included in all contract documentation for the activity. 4 Reference was made to the Final EIA Report within the 
contract of the Sonar Contractor. The approved EMPr was 
included as part of the Final EIA Report. As per the MMO 
reports, no non-compliance with the EA and EMPr was 
observed by the MMO. 

14 The provisions of the EMPr are an extension to the conditions of the environmental 
authorisation and therefore non-compliance with the EMPr shall constitute non-
compliance with the environmental authorisation. 

N/A Statement. Noted.  

  Monitoring 
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Ref # Condition Compliance 
Rating 

Comments/ Verification 

15 The holder of the authorisation must appoint an independent, experienced and 
qualified Environmental Control Officer (ECO) with experience or expertise in 
undertaking ECO functions. The ECO will have the responsibility to ensure that the 
conditions referred to in this authorisation are implemented and to ensure 
compliance with the provisions of the EMPr. 

4 The Authorised activity is the exploration well drilling and 
directly associated activities. This drilling activity has not 
yet commenced, but the pre-drilling sonar survey was the 
only activity completed under this EA/EMPr. A Marine 
Mammal Observer (MMO) was appointed during the Sonar 
Survey as per the requirement of the EMPr. The MMO 
monitored compliance with the requirements of the EMPr 
in line with the responsibilities of the EA. As per the MMO 
Reports, no non-compliances with the EMPr requirements 
were noted during the Sonar Surveys.  

16 The ECO must be appointed before commencement of any authorised activities. 4 The MMO, who fulfilled the role of the ECO during the 
Sonar Surveys, was appointed before the commencement 
of the sonar survey. 

17 Once appointed, the name and contact details of the ECO must be submitted to 
the Director: Compliance Monitoring of this Department. 

4 The name of the MMO was included in the seabed survey 
documentation pack submitted to PASA. The company 
profile of the MMO, CapMarine, was included as part of the 
information provided, and contact details was included in 
the company profile document.  

18 The ECO must meet with the contractors’ representatives to discuss the conditions 
of the and the contents of the EMPr prior to mobilisation. 

4 The Sonar survey complied with the requirements of the 
EMPr relevant to the pre-drilling sonar activities. 

19 The ECO must remain employed until the end of the exploration drilling 
demobilisation stage, and the exploration wells have been either suspended or 
decommissioned. 

4 The MMO was present during the entire period of the pre-
drilling sonar survey.  
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Ref # Condition Compliance 
Rating 

Comments/ Verification 

20 The duties of the ECO must include the following: 
20.1. Keeping copies of the record of all environmental monitoring data as per the 
EMPr requirements, problems identified, transgressions noted and a schedule of 
tasks undertaken by the ECO and the on-board environmental representative. 
20.2. Keeping copies of the record of all incidents (including spillage of liquid waste, 
fuels, chemicals, or any other potentially hazardous material) and verifying that 
any complaints have been addressed, what rehabilitation measures were taken 
and what preventative measures were implemented to avoid re-occurrence of 
incidents/complaints. 

20.1. Keeping copies of the record of daily on-board observations. 

20.2. Keeping copies of all reports submitted to the Department. 

20.3. Keeping copies of the records of exploration activities including the 
monitoring of such activities. 

20.4. Obtaining and keeping copies of the record of all documentation, permits, 
licences and authorisations such as waste disposal certificates, etc. required by this 
facility. 

20.5. Compiling a monthly monitoring report. 

4 The MMO compiled very detailed daily reports that 
materially fulfilled the requirements of this condition.  

  Recording and reporting to the Department 

 

  

21 The holder of the authorisation must keep all records relating to monitoring and 
auditing on site and make them available for inspection to any relevant and 
competent authority in respect of this development. 

4 Records were duly available during the audit.  

22 All documentation e.g. audit/monitoring/compliance reports and notifications, 
required to be submitted to the Department in terms of this authorisation, must 
be submitted to the Director: Compliance Monitoring at this Department. 

N/A Statement. Noted.  

  Environmental audit report 
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Ref # Condition Compliance 
Rating 

Comments/ Verification 

23 The holder of the authorisation must submit an environmental audit report to the 
Department within 30 days after completion of the establishment phase and within 
30 days after demobilisation and exploration drilling completion. 

N/A These audits are not yet applicable. This environmental 
audit covers the pre-drilling Sonar Survey only.  

24 The environmental audit report must: 

24.1. Be compiled by the ECO or an independent environmental auditor; 

24.2. Indicate the date of the audit, the name of the auditor and the outcome of 
the audit; 

24.3. Evaluate compliance with the requirements of the approved EMPr and this 
environmental authorisation; 

24.4. Include measures to be implemented to attend to any non-compliances or 
degradation noted; 

24.5. Include copies of any approvals granted by other authorities relevant to the 
development for the reporting period; 

24.6. Highlight any outstanding environmental issues that must be addressed, 
along with recommendations for ensuring these issues are appropriately 
addressed; 

24.7. Include a copy of this authorisation and the approved EMPr; 

24.8. Include all documentation such as waste disposal certificates, hazardous 
waste landfill site licences etc. pertaining to this authorisation; and 

24.9. Include evidence of adherence to the conditions of this authorisation and the 
EMPr where relevant such as training records and attendance records. 

N/A These audits are not yet applicable. This environmental 
audit covers the pre-drilling sonar survey only.  

  Commencement of the activity 

 

  

25 The authorised activity shall not commence within twenty (20) days of the date of 
signature of the authorisation. 

4 The activity did not commence within 20 days of signature 
of the EA.  
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Ref # Condition Compliance 
Rating 

Comments/ Verification 

26 In terms of section 43(7), an appeal under section 43 of the National Environmental 
Management Act, 1998 will suspend the Environmental Authorisation or any 
provision or condition attached thereto. In the instance where an appeal is lodged 
you may not commence with the activity until such time that the appeal has been 
finalised. 

N/A No appeals were reported.  

27 The holder of the authorisation must ensure that no activity that requires a water 
use authorisation commences prior to a Water Use Authorisation being obtained 
from the Department of Water and Sanitation. A copy of the authorisation must 
be kept by the ECO. 

N/A At the time of the audit, no activity that required a Water 
Use Licence was taking place.  

  Notification to authorities 

 

  

28 A written notification of commencement must be given to the Department no later 
than fourteen (14) days prior to the commencement of the activity. 
Commencement for the purposes of this condition includes vessel mobilisation 
from port of origin for the establishment of the drilling unit. This notification period 
may coincide with the Notice of Intent to Appeal period, within which construction 
may not commence. 

N/A The notification was not yet applicable during the audit. It 
was however reported that the notification was being 
prepared. The Authorised activity is the exploration well 
drilling and directly associated activities such as 
establishment. This activity has not yet commenced. 

  Operation of the activity 

 

  

29 A written notification of operation must be given to the Department no later than 
fourteen (14) days prior to the commencement of the activity operational phase. 

N/A The Authorised activity is the exploration well drilling and 
directly associated activities. This activity has not yet 
commenced. 

30 The holder of this authorisation must comply with the environmental requirements 
stipulated for the Operational Phase activities in the EMPr. 

N/A The Authorised activity is the exploration well drilling and 
directly associated activities. This activity has not yet 
commenced. 
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Ref # Condition Compliance 
Rating 

Comments/ Verification 

31 An approved EMPr must form part of the contract with the engineering, 
procurement and exploration drilling and well services contractor appointed to 
drill the exploration wells, and must be used to ensure compliance with 
environmental specifications and management measures. 

N/A The Authorised activity is the exploration well drilling and 
directly associated activities. This activity has not yet 
commenced. 

  Site closure and decommissioning 

 

  

32 When the activity ceases and decommissioning and demobilisation is complete, 
the holder of the authorisation shall undertake the required actions as prescribed 
by legislation at the time and comply with all relevant legal requirements 
administered by any relevant and competent authority at that time. 

N/A The Authorised activity is the exploration well drilling and 
directly associated activities. This activity has not yet 
commenced. 

  Specific Conditions 

 

  

33 The holder of the authorisation must ensure that in an event where an 
archaeological site was not identified during the pre-drilling survey and evidence 
of archaeological / cultural material is identified during drilling activities, the South 
African Heritage Resource Agency, specifically the Maritime and Underwater 
Cultural Heritage unit, should be notified immediately. Activities at the specific site 
must cease until such time as further assessments have been conducted and 
approval to continue with such activities have been granted by a Maritime 
Archaeologist. 

N/A The Authorised activity is the exploration well drilling and 
directly associated activities. This activity has not yet 
commenced. 

34 The holder of the authorisation must train safety representatives, managers and 
workers in the workplace about Health and Safety, environmental issues and the 
provisions of this EA and the EMPr prior to the commencement of the activity to 
ensure adherence to the relevant environment and Health and Safety Acts as well 
as to be able to act in an environmentally responsible manner. The exploration 
drilling process must be compliant with all safety and health measures as 
prescribed by the relevant act. 

N/A The Authorised activity is the exploration well drilling and 
directly associated activities. This activity has not yet 
commenced. 
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Ref # Condition Compliance 
Rating 

Comments/ Verification 

35 Before commencement, all required licenses must be obtained from relevant 
authorities. 

N/A The Authorised activity is the exploration well drilling and 
directly associated activities. This activity has not yet 
commenced. 

36 The drilling unit and all vessels must ensure compliance with the International 
Convention for the Prevention of Marine Pollution (MARPOL) 73/78 standards 
from Ships. 

N/A The Authorised activity is the exploration well drilling and 
directly associated activities. This activity has not yet 
commenced. 

37 No well drilling activities are allowed outside of the defined area of interest and 
such area must be treated as "no-go" areas" for well drilling activities. 

N/A The Authorised activity is the exploration well drilling and 
directly associated activities. This activity has not yet 
commenced. 

38 Leakages of fuel such as diesel, oil etc. must be avoided at all times and if spillage 
occurs, it must be remedied immediately. Spill kits must be made available on-site 
for the clean-up of spills. 

N/A The Authorised activity is the exploration well drilling and 
directly associated activities. This activity has not yet 
commenced. 

39 Any oil spill that occur should be recorded, including the species affected and the 
date. If repeated spills occur within the same area, further mitigation and 
avoidance measures must to be implemented. 

N/A The Authorised activity is the exploration well drilling and 
directly associated activities. This activity has not yet 
commenced. 

40 No dumping or temporary storage of any goods, stocks and materials may take 
place on any other areas outside designated and demarcated laydown areas. These 
areas must be located within areas of low environmental sensitivity as indicated in 
the final EIAR dated April 2016. 

N/A The Authorised activity is the exploration well drilling and 
directly associated activities. This activity has not yet 
commenced. 

41 Hazardous substances must be stored in a bunded and designated area as 
described in the final EIAR in order to avoid accidental leakage into the 
environment. 

N/A The Authorised activity is the exploration well drilling and 
directly associated activities. This activity has not yet 
commenced. 

42 An integrated waste management approach must be implemented that is based 
on waste minimisation where waste is taken to shore, such disposal shall only occur 

N/A The Authorised activity is the exploration well drilling and 
directly associated activities. This activity has not yet 
commenced. 
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Ref # Condition Compliance 
Rating 

Comments/ Verification 

at a landfill licensed in terms of the National Environment Management Waste Act, 
2008 (Act 59 of 2008). 

  General 

 

  

43 A copy of this authorisation and the approved EMPr must be kept on board where 
the drilling unit activity will be undertaken. The authorisation and approved EMPr 
must be produced to any authorised official of the Department who requests to 
see it and must be made available for inspection by any employee or agent of the 
holder of the authorisation who works or undertakes work on board the drilling 
unit. 

N/A The Authorised activity is the exploration well drilling and 
directly associated activities. This activity has not yet 
commenced. 

44 National government, provincial movement, local authorities or committees 
appointed in terms of the conditions of this authorisation or any other public 
authority shall not be held responsible for any damages or losses suffered by the 
holder of the authorisation or his successor in title in any instance where 
construction or operation subsequent to construction be temporarily or 
permanently stopped for reasons of non-compliance by the holder of the 
authorisation with the conditions of authorisation as set out in this document or 
any other subsequent document emanating from these conditions of 
authorisation. 

N/A Statement. Noted. 

 

Table 4: Compliance evaluation of the EMPr commitments. 

Ref # Aspect Condition Compliance 
Rating 

Comments/ Verification Timing Requirement for 
Closure 

7.1   Planning Phase 
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Ref # Aspect Condition Compliance 
Rating 

Comments/ Verification Timing Requirement for 
Closure 

7.1.1 DRILLING TIMING / 
SCHEDULING 

Since the probability and extent of shoreline 
oiling in the unlikely event of a blow-out is 
significantly influenced by the season in which 
drilling is undertaken, it is recommended that 
drilling be undertaken during the summer 
months. 

- The drilling is planned to 
commence at the beginning 
of September 2022. The 
period of the drilling through 
the resource has not yet 
been established. As such, 
this condition was not 
verified. 

Prior to 
commencement 
of operation 

Confirm drilling 
period 
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Ref # Aspect Condition Compliance 
Rating 

Comments/ Verification Timing Requirement for 
Closure 

7.1.2 PREPARATION OF 
SUBSIDIARY PLANS 

Ensure the following plans are prepared and 
in place: 
· A project-specific Oil Spill Contingency Plan 
approved by competent authorities, namely 
the Petroleum Agency of South Africa, 
Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA): 
Coastal Pollution Management and South 
African Maritime Safety Authority (SAMSA); 
· Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 
(SOPEP) for support vessels as required by 
MARPOL; 
· Emergency Response Plan (including 
MEDIVAC plan); 
· South African Search and Rescue (SASAR) 
Manual; 
· Waste Management Plan (see contents in 
Section 7.3.9); and 
· Ballast Water Management Plan (see 
Section 7.3.8). 
In addition to the above, ensure that: 
· Drilling unit has Pollution Safety 
Certificate(s) issued by SAMSA; 
· There is adequate protection and indemnity 
insurance cover for oil pollution incidents; 
· There is a record of the drilling units and 
support vessels’ seaworthiness certificate 
and/or classification stamp; and 
· Thombo is a member of or subscribes to Oil 
Spill Response Limited (OSRL) for the duration 
of the exploration drilling programme, so that 
it has ready access to the advanced well 
intervention and capping equipment available 
in Saldanha Bay. 

- It was reported that the 
Subsidiary Plans were being 
prepared at the time of the 
audit. The drilling operations 
or establishment have not 
yet commenced. As such this 
condition was not verified. 

Prior to 
commencement 
of operation 

Confirm 
compliance and 
justify any 
omissions 
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Ref # Aspect Condition Compliance 
Rating 

Comments/ Verification Timing Requirement for 
Closure 

7.1.3 STAKEHOLDER 
CONSULTATION 
AND NOTIFICATION 

Compile the specific details of each drilling 
operation into a Drilling Notification 
document and submit to PASA and DEA. The 
notification should provide, inter alia, the 
details on the following: 
· Drilling programme (timing, co-ordinates 
and duration); 
· Contractor details; 
· Drilling unit and support vessel 
specifications (including relevant certification 
and insurance); 
· Oil Spill Contingency Plan and SOPEPs; and 
· Emergency Response Plan. 
Notify relevant government departments and 
other key stakeholders of the proposed 
drilling programme (including navigational co-
ordinates of well location, timing and 
duration of proposed activities) and the likely 
implications thereof (specifically the 500 m 
exclusion zone and the movement of support 
vessels). Stakeholders include: 
> Fishing industry / associations: 
- South African Tuna Long-line Association; 
- South African Deep-sea Trawling Industry 
Association; 
- South African Tuna Association; 
- Fresh Tuna Exporters Association; 
- South African Commercial Linefish 
Association; 
- West Coast and Peninsula Commercial 
Skiboat Association; and 
- West Coast Rock Lobster Industry 
Association; 
> SAMSA; 

- It was reported that the 
Stakeholder Consultation 
and Notification was being 
prepared at the time of the 
audit. The drilling operations 
or establishment have not 
yet commenced. As such this 
condition was not verified. 

30 days prior to 
commencement 
of operations or 
as required by 
PASA and / or DEA 

Confirm that 
notification was 
sent to PASA and 
DEA Provide 
copies of all 
correspondence 
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Ref # Aspect Condition Compliance 
Rating 

Comments/ Verification Timing Requirement for 
Closure 

> South African Navy (SAN) Hydrographic 
office; 
> Department of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries (DAFF), including the fisheries 
research managers, Deon Durholtz 
(DeonD@daff.gov.za) and Janet Coetzee 
(JanetC@nda.agric.za); 
> Transnet National Ports Authority (ports of 
Cape Town and / or Saldanha Bay); and 
> Overlapping / adjacent prospecting, 
exploration, mining and production right 
holders. 
· Any dispute arising with overlapping / 
adjacent prospecting / exploration right 
holders should be referred to the Department 
of Mineral Resources and / or PASA for 
resolution. 

7.1.4 PERMITS / 
EXEMPTIONS 

If necessary, apply to DEA for a permit or 
exemption to approach to or remain within 
300 m of whales (see note below). The 
application for a permit or request 
for an exemption should be submitted to: 
- Zintle Mapekula, email: 
zmapekula@environment.gov.za; or 
- Gcobani Popose, email: 
gpopose@environment.gov.za. 
Notes: 
In terms of the Marine Living Resources Act, 
1998 (No. 18 of 1998): 
· No person may approach within 300 m of a 
whale by vessel, aircraft or other means 
without a permit; 
· A vessel approached by a whale is required 
to distance itself at 300 m from the whale, 

N/A A MMO was appointed to 
observe mammal activities 
during the sonar survey. 
Most of the whales were 
observed further than 
300m.  

Prior to 
commencement 
of operations 

Provide copy of 
permit / 
exemption 
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Ref # Aspect Condition Compliance 
Rating 

Comments/ Verification Timing Requirement for 
Closure 

unless in possession of a permit; 
· A vessel may not proceed directly through a 
school of dolphins or porpoises; and 
· No person shall attempt to feed, harass, 
disturb or kill great white sharks, dolphins, 
seals or turtles. 

7.1.4 PERMITS / 
EXEMPTIONS 

· If necessary, apply to the South African 
Heritage Resource Agency (SAHRA) (John 
Gribble, email: jgribble@sahra.org.za) to 
disturb any cultural heritage material (e.g. 
shipwrecks) older than 60 years. Refer to 
Section 7.2.5 with regard to the avoidance of 
historic shipwrecks. 
· Comply with any requirements specified by 
SAHRA. 

N/A As per the pre-drilling sonar 
survey report no cultural or 
heritage material was 
observed.  

Prior to 
commencement 
of operations or 
when identified 

Provide copy of 
permit / 
exemption 

7.1.5  FINANCIAL 
PROVISION 

Ensure that financial provision is in place to 
execute the requirements of the EMP. 
Financial provision is to be approved by PASA. 

- It was reported that the 
Financial Provision was 
being implemented at the 
time of the audit. The drilling 
operations or establishment 
have not yet commenced. As 
such this condition was not 
verified. 

Prior to 
commencement 
of operations 

Confirm that 
financial provision 
for EMP has been 
put in place 

7.3   Operational Phase 
 

      

7.3.5 PRE-DRILLING 
SONAR SURVEY 

· For a source level less than 190 dB re 1 μPa 
at 1 m: 
> Appoint a MMO for the duration of the 
survey. The MMO should conduct visual scans 
for the presence of diving birds, marine 
mammals and/or turtles around the survey 
vessel prior to the initiation of any acoustic 
impulses; 
> Surveying must only commence (subject to 
the need for a “softstart”) once it has been 

4 The underwater survey took 
place from 6 to 10 August 
2021 and an MMO was 
appointed to conduct visual 
scans for the presence of 
diving birds, marine 
mammals and turtles 
around the survey vessel 
prior to and during the 
acoustic impulses. Two soft 

Prior to and 
during surveys 

MMO and PAM 
operator closeout 
reports (where 
applicable) 
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Ref # Aspect Condition Compliance 
Rating 

Comments/ Verification Timing Requirement for 
Closure 

confirmed for a 15-minute period (visually 
during the day) that there is no marine 
mammal, diving seabird and/or turtle activity 
within 500 m of the vessel. However, if after a 
period of 15 minutes cetaceans smaller than 
3 m, seals and/or 
diving seabirds are still within 500 m of the 
vessel, the survey may commence; 
> Terminate the survey if marine mammals, 
diving seabirds and/or turtles show obvious 
negative behavioural changes within 500 m of 
the survey vessel or equipment. The survey 
should be terminated until such time it is 
confirmed that the identified animal(s) has 
moved to a point that is more than 500 m 
from the source or despite continuous 
observation or 15 minutes has elapsed since 
the last sighting of the identified animal(s) 
within 500 m of the source; and 
> PAM technology should be used if surveying 
is undertaken during the key cetacean 
migration and breeding period from the 
beginning of June to the end of November. 
· For a source level greater than 190 dB re 1 
μPa at 1 m the following should be 
implemented, in addition to the above: 
> A “soft-start” procedure should be 
implemented after the pre-watch survey (see 
above) for a period of 20 minutes when 
initiating surveying. This requires that the 
sound source be ramped from low to full 
power rather than initiated at full power, 
thus allowing a flight response by diving 
birds, marine mammals and/or turtles to 

starts (20min) took place 
during the period. One on 
day one during the testing of 
the equipment and one on 
day two during the start of 
the survey. PAM technology 
was also used before the 
start of the survey. Based on 
the daily MMO reports, no 
non-compliances with the 
requirements of the EMPr 
were noted during the 
period.  
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Ref # Aspect Condition Compliance 
Rating 

Comments/ Verification Timing Requirement for 
Closure 

outside the zone of injury or avoidance. 
Where the equipment does not provide for a 
“soft-start”, the equipment should be turned 
on and off over a 20 minute period to act as a 
warning signal and allow the above-
mentioned animals to move away from the 
sound source; 
> “Soft-starts” should, as far as possible, be 
planned to commence within daylight hours; 
and 
> “Soft-start” procedures must also be 
implemented after breaks in surveying (for 
whatever reason) of longer than 20 minutes. 
Breaks of shorter than 20 minutes should be 
followed by a “soft-start” of similar duration. 
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5.3 FINDINGS OF THE AUDIT 

From the compliance evaluation, no non-compliances were raised against the requirements of the EA/EMPr.  

5.4 CONTINUED ADEQUACY OF THE EMPr 

The continued adequacy of the EMPr is discussed in this section of the report.  

5.4.1 NEW IMPACTS IDENTIFIED  

Based on the review of the pre-drilling sonar survey requirement of the EMPr, no new impacts were identified. 

5.4.2 EFFECTIVENESS OF THE EMPR 

Based on the information review, the pre-drilling sonar survey section of the EMPr is currently considered 

adequate and effective to manage and mitigate the applicable activity and impacts.  

5.4.3 SHORTCOMINGS IN THE EMPR 

Based on the information reviewed during this audit, it is the auditor’s interpretation that the pre-drilling sonar 

sections of the EMPr did not have any shortcomings. 

5.4.4 RECOMMENDATIONS  

It is recommended that the organisation should continue to undertake the activities in line with the 

requirements of the EMPr. Various pre-establishment requirements must be complied with before the 

establishment of the exploration drilling infrastructure. These include, inter alia, the notification of relevant 

stakeholders and the preparation of subsidiary plans.  

6 CONCLUSION 

EIMS was appointed by Azinam to undertake the Environmental Audit to assess compliance with the conditions 

of the EA and EMPr. Based on the evaluation criteria described in Section 4.2, a total compliance score of 100% 

was obtained for the EA and EMPr. No non-compliance findings were raised from the compliance evaluation. 

Based on the audit, the EMPr is considered adequate and effective to manage and mitigate the pre-drilling 

sonar survey activity and impacts.  

The organisation should be reminded of the requirements of Regulations 34 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 with 

regards to findings of the adequacy of the EMPr and access to the audit report. Regulation 34 states: 

4) “Where the findings of the environmental audit report contemplated in sub-regulation (1) indicate- 

a) insufficient mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of the activity; or 

b) insufficient levels of compliance with the environmental authorisation or EMPr and, where 

applicable the closure plan; 

the holder must, when submitting the environmental audit report to the competent authority in terms 

of sub-regulation (1), submit recommendations to amend the EMPr or closure plan in order to rectify 

the shortcomings identified in the environmental audit report. 

5) When submitting recommendations in terms of sub-regulation (4), such recommendations must have been 

subjected to a public participation process, which process has been agreed to by the competent authority 

and was appropriate to bring the proposed amendment of the EMPr and, where applicable the closure plan, 

to the attention of potential and registered interested and affected parties, including organs of state which 

have jurisdiction in respect of any aspect of the relevant activity and the competent authority, for approval 

by the competent authority. 

6) Within 7 days of the date of submission of an environmental audit report to the competent authority, the 

holder of an environmental authorisation must notify all potential and registered interested and affected 

parties of the submission of that report, and make such report immediately available- 
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a) to anyone on request; and 

b) on a publicly accessible website, where the holder has such a website.” 

7 ASSUMPTIONS, LIMITATIONS AND GAPS IN KNOWLEDGE 

The following assumptions, limitations and gaps in knowledge apply to the audit: 

• The information contained in this report was sourced from information and data supplied by third 

parties that is assumed to be complete, valid and true. 

• This report is based on information available at the time of the assessment. The information, data, 

observations and evidence on what this report is based is beyond the control of EIMS and may change 

without notice. EIMS will not be liable for any loss or damage which may arise directly or indirectly 

because of such changes. 

• Where reference is made to legislation or other statutory provisions in this report the original legislation 

or other statutory provisions will always take precedence and the reader is directed to revert to the 

original legislation or statutes. 

• The audit was limited to the pre-drilling sonar activities only. The establishment and drilling activities 

will be audited after the activities were completed in line with the requirements of the EA.  

 


